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Highlights

Exchange of views with a representative of FAO on the occasion of World Food Day

AGRI members are going to hold an exchange of views with a
representative of the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) on the occasion of the World Food Day 2018.
Members will hear a presentation from Mr Rodrigo DeLapuerta,
Director of the FAO Liaison Office to the European Union and
Belgium.
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Presentation by the Commission on the state of play of and the EU measures taken to
control African swine fever

Due to the outbreak of African Swine Fever (ASF), last week the
Belgian Agriculture Minister had to order the slaughter of around
4,000 domestic pigs in the province of Luxembourg. Although
there is no evidence that any pork for human consumption has
been contaminated, this disease poses a threat to European
farmers’ livelihood. The Commission is providing advice and co-
financing to fight this disease in Belgium and eight other affected
Member States. Director Bernard Van Goethem of DG SANTE will
give an up-date on the current situation.

Study on "New competition rules for the agri-food chain in the CAP post 2020?" -
Presentation by Ms Cathérine Del Cont (Faculty of Law and Policy Sciences of Nantes,
France) and Mr Antonio Iannarelli (Bari University, Italy)

The authors will present the study prepared on the request of the
AGRI Committee with a view to support the work on the future
Common Market Organisation (CMO) Regulation. The aim of the
research was to provide elements of information and reflection on
how competition rules could be further consolidated and clarified
in the next CAP, with a view to strengthen the bargaining power of
farmers and their associations.

Public Hearing on “The Future of the CAP”

The Committee will hold a Public Hearing featuring a number of
experts representing public authorities as well as representatives
from the Bavarian Farmers Association, Committee of the Regions
(CoR) and the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC).
The aim of the Hearing is to gather insight in order to assist our
three rapporteurs in their very important task of the CAP reform
post 2020. A dialogue with the stakeholders is essential in order to
achieve a CAP reform which works for European farmers and for
European agriculture in general.

Votes

Interim report on the Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-2027 – Parliament's
position with a view to an agreement
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Members will vote on the draft opinion prepared by Mr Peter Jahr
(EPP, DE) to the interim report of the BUDG Committee concerning
Parliament’s position on the MFF 2021 -2027 package proposed by
the Commission. 133 amendments have been tabled, out of which
the rapporteur has negotiated 6 compromise amendments.

Establishing the space programme of the Union and the European Union Agency for
the Space Programme

Members will continue the voting session with a vote on the draft
opinion to the ITRE Committee report on the proposal for a
regulation establishing the space programme for the Union and
the European Union Agency for the Space Programme by Ms Hilde
Vautmans (ALDE, BE). 64 amendments have been tabled and the
rapporteur has negotiated 8 compromise amendments which
should facilitate the vote.

Establishing a Programme for the Environment and Climate Action (LIFE)

The last vote will be on the AGRI draft opinion on the proposal for
a regulation establishing the Programme for the Environment and
Climate Action (LIFE) for the period 2021-2027. Mr John Stuart
Agnew (EFDD, UK) is the rapporteur for opinion. 112 amendments
will be put to the vote.  The lead committee for this file is ENVI.

Work in progress

Annual Report on Competition Policy

Ms Angélique Delahaye (EPP, FR) will present her draft opinion on
the Commission’s annual report on competition policy to AGRI
colleagues. In her draft opinion the Rapporteur outlines the
importance of agriculture and highlights how difficult it can be to
align agricultural production to competition policy and how this
impacts the achievement of CAP objectives. ECON is the lead
committee for the file.
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Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters between the European Union and the
Kingdom of Morocco on the amendment of Protocols 1 and 4 to the Euro-
Mediterranean Agreement establishing an association between the European
Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Kingdom of Morocco,
of the other part

The rapporteur, Mr Michel Dantin (EPP, FR) will present two draft
opinions to the INTA report on the new association agreement
between the EU and the Kingdom of Morocco. The first opinion is
on the consent procedure itself, recommending the EU sign the
agreement. The second opinion is on the draft motion for a
resolution proposed by INTA and accompanying the consent
procedure. The Commission negotiated the amendments to the
EU-Morocco Association Agreement in order to take into account
the recent judgement of the Court of Justice declaring the old
agreement not applicable to Western Sahara.

Minimum requirements for water reuse

Ms Marijana Petir (EPP, HR) will present her draft opinion on this
new proposed Regulation, which would apply to reclaimed water
intended for agricultural irrigation. ENVI is the lead committee for
this file. The objectives of this proposal are “to lay down minimum
requirements for water quality and monitoring and to set out key
risk management tasks in order to guarantee that the reuse of
treated waste water is safe, addresses the issue of water scarcity
and contributes to the efficient functioning of the internal
market”.

The state of the debate on the Future of Europe

Mr Ivan Jakovčić (ALDE, HR) will present his draft opinion on the
initiative report with which AFCO Committee seeks to establish a
European political agenda, in the broad context of the future
financing of the EU, the revision of the programmes and the
European elections. The AGRI rapporteur emphasizes the major
role of the CAP as a longstanding Union policy and the importance
of its financing in the future. He also underlines the importance of
EU policies such as the quality schemes of geographical indications
which should be further promoted.

Presentation of the report on the AGRI mission to Ireland, 18-20 September 2018
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A delegation of the AGRI Committee visited Ireland from 18 to 20
September 2018. The aim of the mission was to attend the
National Ploughing Championships in Tullamore, Co. Offaly, which
is an outdoor agricultural show in Ireland incorporating a
ploughing contest. The official programme also included a number
of farm visits, which gave Members the opportunity to learn first-
hand about Ireland’s agriculture sector and to speak with farmers
on the ground. A number of meetings were also organised with
farm organisations/associations and stakeholders in the context of
the upcoming Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) reform.

Next committee meetings
15 October 2018, 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels)
22 October 2018, 19.30 – 21.30 (Strasbourg)
5 November 2018, 15:00 – 18:30 (Brussels)

Useful links
AGRI website Calendar of AGRI meetings
Webstreaming EP Press releases on agriculture
Meeting documents Minutes of previous meetings
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